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Jay Ingram reflects on future challenges 
for Moraga Parks and Recreation 
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Parks and Recreation 
Director Jay Ingram left the 

town of Moraga after the Fourth of 
July festivities to take a new posi-
tion in Pleasanton, where he will 
lead the much bigger community 
services department. Many in town 
expressed their sadness about see-
ing him go after 10 years, saying 
that he grew the department to a 
full-service level. 
 Ingram said he is proud of the 
work did and that he will miss the 
people on staff and in town whom 
he established great partnerships 
with over the years. He added that 
the greatest challenge of the com-
ing months is to plan for the future 
of the Hacienda de las Flores.
 In a recent letter to the board 
of the Moraga Park Foundation, its 
president, Karen Mendonca, wrote 
that over the past 10 years Ingram 
brought a calm, assured leader-
ship presence to the Parks and 
Recreation Department and that he 

and his small, competent staff had 
worked together to accomplish big 
things.
 Ingram certainly added a lot to 
the parks and recreation services. 
He explained that the three-person 
department grew in terms of pro-
grams and infrastructure. When he 
took over, Moraga had just termi-
nated an agreement with Lafayette, 
which had been running the recre-
ation activities for both communi-
ties. Moraga was left bare, but one 
by one, new activities were offered 
to residents and the choices grew, 
including the mother-daughter tea, 
the creation of Camp Hacienda, the 
recent family campout, the spring 
egg hunt in the Moraga Com-
mons Park, and the always sold-
out breakfast with Santa and Santa 
home visits. 
 Ingram and his team also sup-
ported activities for adults such 
as the Pear and Wine Festival, the 
community garage sale, the holi-

day craft faire at the Hacienda, and 
recently the Hacienda Nights with 
food trucks and the leisure sports 
triathlon. Parks and Rec also ca-
tered to the older population by 
organizing senior trips in the Bay 
Area. 
 The Parks and Recreation staff 
recently unveiled the July activi-
ties calendar, which includes new 
activities such as Frisbee with the 
Cops on July 17 and Cornhole at 
the Commons on the evening of 
July 12. The fi ve new dates for the 
food trucks at the Hacienda are also 
on the calendar, starting on July 14 
and 28 (details at www.moraga.
ca.us/dept/park-rec/prmonth).
 Ingram says he will miss the 
people of Moraga the most. One of 
the best examples of the trust that 
was built between local service 
groups and government, he said, 
was the creation of the all-access 
playground, made possible through 
fundraising by the Moraga Rotary 
for the Commons Park. 
 “We have been able to work 
collaboratively and solve problems 
together,” said Ingram. He added 
that the lack of funding in Moraga 
forced him to constantly ask for 
money from different groups when 
he wanted things done, but that was 
also how the synergy and trust was 
built.
 While proud of the job he did, 
Ingram said he regrets a few things: 
First, that the community center 
called for in the parks and recre-
ation master plan never came to 
fruition, due to lack of funding and 
public space to build it, and second, 
that the plan for the revitalization of 
the Hacienda de las Flores was not 
completed during his tenure. He 
noted that the committee working 
on this has plans to start with the 
creation of a restaurant there, and 
he hoped that it can be done while 
preserving the rental of the space 
for weddings and other events.
 Ingram said that he will keep in 
touch with Moraga and promised to 
come back at least for the inaugura-
tion of the all-access playground.

Jay Ingram with his staff , Kimberly Nelson and Clinton Calkins.
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The Town of Moraga accepts a big check from the Rotary Club of Moraga to build a brand new all-access play-

ground at the Moraga Commons Park. From left, Rotary President Kevin Reneau, Council member Kymberleigh 

Korpus, Rotarian Tony Schoemehl, Rotarian Frank May, Council Member Dave Trotter, Mayor Teresa Onoda, Vice 

Mayor Roger Wykle, Rotarians Bob Fritzky and John Erickson.            Photo Clinton Calkins

Our Orinda offi  ce is uniquely posi� oned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; a central hub for our 30 Be� er Homes and Gardens offi  ces.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

89 Davis Road Ste. 100, Orinda  
925.254.0440

www.bhghome.com/Orinda

320 51st Street, Unit B, Oakland 811 Shady Glen, Mar� nez  712 Kearney Street, Benicia58 Muth Drive, Orinda 

Special Rockridge condo in a charming 4-unit 1925
building. This home with 912 sq.� .has a formal dining 
room, ample kitchen, bonus offi  ce space, inside laun-
dry. Addi� onal features include hardwood fl oors, dual 
panes, central heat, high ceilings, private garage. Ideal 
loca� on near bus, new Ridge shops, Temescal & BART!
Off ered at $585,000 by Julie Georgiou 925.200.8246

This nicely upgraded home with views has 4 bedrooms, 
3 baths, including a large Master Suite and 2065 sf. 
1 bed & bath are conveniently found downstairs at 
street level.  Also featured are a large deck and usable 
up sloped lot.  Beau� ful Alhambra Heights loca� on, 
close to everything.  Off ered at $750,000 by 
Regina Englehart, 925.876.9076.

Beau� ful and spacious single-story home in the 
pres� gious Water’s End neighborhood off ering 4 
bedrooms plus den, 3 bathrooms, 3 car garage, 
and a huge private backyard. Wonderful loca� on 
walking to schools and parks.   
Off ered at $829,950 by Sheri Wedlake, 
925.324.2091.

Lovely contemporary style home with beau� ful 
natural light, 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths has 2000 
sq.� . of living space on .62 acres.  Downstairs you’ll 
fi nd a family room with wet bar. Its large deck 
with canopy trees is great for entertaining.  Great 
schools, close to downtown Theater Square, BART 
& Highway 24. Off ered at $1,150,000 by 
             Lisa Shaff er 925.528.9278 CalBRE#01043977 CalBRE# 01308462 CalBRE#00872175CalBRE#00996886

OPEN SUN. 1-4
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Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

CalBRE # 01094898

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
CalBRE# 01308462

RELIANCE PARTNERS

COMING SOON
NEW LISTING

PLEASE HELP PROTECT
MORAGA

Support the
COMMUNITY WATCH CAMPAIGN

To Donate, go to:

www.moragacommunityfoundation.org   or:

MCF, 1480 Moraga Road, Ste. C #191, Moraga, CA 94556

Donations designated for the 

Community Watch Campaign will be 

used exclusively for the purchase of 

the Moraga Police Department video 

camera systems.

Raised 
to date:
$29,023

Goal: $60,000

MORA GA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

July is Parks & Recreation Month
Full Calendar of Activities

moragarec.com
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50% Off Storewide*

Gift items, vases, holiday merchandise

925-376-5974
586 Center Street, at the Rheem Shopping Center in Moraga   

*except fresh fl owers & plants 

Serving the Bay Area for 20 Years

7.5%  
ANNUAL RETURN 
FIXED INCOME  
INVESTMENT
Contact: TOM LONZO
925-915-0711 or  
510-835-0960 ext. 2
436 – 14th Street, Suite 1118, Oakland
tom@sasserinvestments.com
www.sasserinvestments.com 


